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THE CALIFORNIA STEM CHALLENGE
The achievement gap in math and science between students in the U.S. and other OECD countries is growing, as the U.S. falls further and further behind its peers.  At the same time, California continues to lag behind other states within the U.S., with our state ranking 43rd or worse across all states in mathematics and science proficiency in grades 4 and 8.[footnoteRef:1]  In a state where the economy has been driven by innovation and ingenuity, we cannot let this continue.  This is an issue of educational equity and workforce readiness that cannot go unaddressed.  It is essential that California’s students are college and career ready, and able to make informed choices about their daily lives. [1:  California ranked 45th out of 50 states and the District of Columbia in 4th grade math, 46th out of 50 states and the District of Columbia in 8th grade math, and 43rd out of 44 states in 4th grade and 8th grade science.  Based on average NAEP scale score in 2009 for science and 2005 for math.] 

WHAT IS THE CALIFORNIA STEM LEARNING NETWORK (CSLNet)?
CSLNet is a new, non profit entity supported by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation, Battelle Memorial Institute, and many others to confront and resolve California’s STEM challenge.  CSLNet is bringing together leaders from the formal education (i.e. schools, colleges and universities), informal education (i.e. science museums, libraries, media, etc.), business, science and technology, policy, and philanthropic communities to create a statewide STEM network that will develop, continuously revise, and advocate for a cohesive STEM education agenda for California.  The network operates at the state, regional and local levels to ensure all California students have access to world-class STEM learning opportunities that will enable their college and career readiness and success.  CSLNet is building partnerships with other statewide STEM networks that are proliferating within the national landscape, and will incorporate research and lessons learned in California and elsewhere to accelerate student outcomes in STEM learning and achievement.
WHAT WILL A CALIFORNIA STEM LEARNING NETWORK DO?
CSLNet believes that students from all backgrounds can be successful in STEM disciplines and then professions if they have access to high quality, evidence-based teaching and learning opportunities, including those that feature hands-on, inquiry-based, applied, and career relevant experiences.  Our goals are to:
1. Increase interest and competencies among all K-14 California students in STEM disciplines (including critical thinking, innovation, and use of information technologies);
2. Ensure all California students are college and career ready upon graduation from high school without the need for remediation, with a greater number of students pursuing STEM-related degrees and careers; 
3. Build a network that connects existing assets and develops new capacity to innovate, scale and sustain effective STEM teaching and learning.

In partnership with many other organizations and individuals across the state, CSLNet aims to reach K-14 students in both in school and out of school settings.  This “24x7” STEM exposure will build students’ enthusiasm for STEM, and their knowledge and capacity to apply STEM to address real world challenges students face in their daily lives.  Ultimately, students’ persistent and additive STEM experiences will lead to improved STEM interest and competencies among all students in grades K-14 and higher numbers of students obtaining STEM or STEM-related degrees and certificates. 
WHAT IS THE ROLE OF CSLNET STAFF?
CSLNet will focus on providing the following foundational elements for improved STEM outcomes in California:
· Thought leadership, education and advocacy to drive the STEM agenda
· Network building and partner development to connect people and programs across the network to fill gaps and meet needs
· Knowledge sharing and evaluation to encourage the creation and dissemination of innovative, high quality, and relevant STEM programming across the state
· Technical assistance to provide the underlying resources and tools, including technology, to support STEM teaching and learning

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE & GET INVOLVED
The California STEM Learning Network can be reached at:
CSLNet
1415 L Street, Suite 870
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 440-8800
Website: http://www.cslnet.org
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